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wider world, with some making their 
way to the United States and to Los 
Angeles. 

It is their grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren whom I represent as a 
Member of the U.S. Congress. Theirs is 
a vibrant community, many tens of 
thousands strong, with schools, church-
es, and businesses providing a daily 
link to their ancestral homeland. It is 
on their behalf that I urge you to begin 
anew a national conversation in Tur-
key about the events of 1915–1923. 

As a young man or woman in Turkey, 
you might ask: What has this to do 
with me? Am I to blame for a crime 
committed long before I was born? 

I would say this: yours is the moral 
responsibility to acknowledge the 
truth and to seek a reconciliation with 
the Armenian people that your parents 
and their parents could or would not. It 
is an obligation you have inherited and 
is one from which you must not shrink; 
for though we cannot choose our own 
history, we decide what to do about it, 
and you will be the ones to shape Tur-
key’s future. 

At the end of World War II, Germany 
was a shattered nation—defeated in 
battle and exposed as history’s greatest 
war criminal—but in the decades since 
the end of the war, Germany has en-
gaged in a prolonged effort to reconcile 
with the Jewish people, who were near-
ly exterminated by the Nazis during 
the Holocaust. 

The German Government has pros-
ecuted war criminals, returned expro-
priated property, allied itself with 
Israel, and made countless apologies to 
the victims and to the world. Most im-
portantly, Germany has worked to ex-
punge the cancer of the dehumanizing 
bigotry and hatred that gave rise to 
the Holocaust. 

This path of reflection, reconcili-
ation, and repentance must be Tur-
key’s path as well. It will not be easy. 
The questions will be painful and the 
answers difficult, sometimes unknow-
able. 

One question stands out: How could a 
nation that ruled peaceably over a di-
verse, multicultural empire for cen-
turies have turned on one of its own 
peoples with such ruthlessness that an 
entirely new word had to be invented 
to describe what took place? ‘‘Geno-
cide.’’ 

As in Judaism and Christianity, the 
concept of repentance—or tawba—is 
central to Islam. Next year will mark a 
century since the beginning of the 
genocide, and Armenians around the 
world will mourn their dead, con-
template the enormity of their loss, 
and ask: Why? 

Answer them, please, with words of 
repentance. 

Sincerely, ADAM SCHIFF, Member of 
Congress. 
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IN OPPOSITION TO THE RYAN 
BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MAFFEI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong opposition of the legis-
lation H. Con. Res. 96, the budget pro-
posed by the chairman of the Budget 
Committee, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. RYAN). 

Unfortunately, this year’s Ryan 
budget is more of the same reckless-
ness and extreme partisanship that we 
have seen year after year from the 
House Republican leadership. 

According to the Democrats on the 
House Budget Committee, under 
RYAN’S plan, middle class families in 
my district in central New York will 
pay an average of $2,000 more each 
year. 

Once again, the Ryan budget ends the 
Medicare guarantee as we know it, and 
it would turn Medicare, instead, into a 
privatized voucher program and would 
shift health care costs to seniors. 

It threatens to cut off critical invest-
ments in job creation and infrastruc-
ture, and it slashes education at a time 
when local school districts in central 
New York are already struggling to 
find the resources necessary to provide 
our children with the high-quality edu-
cation that they deserve. 

This is not a balanced approach, and 
it is not a responsible solution. People 
in central New York and across the 
country need better. Congress must get 
serious about balancing the budget and 
about reducing the national debt and 
deficit, but not on the backs of our sen-
iors and not on the backs of the middle 
class and certainly not on the backs of 
future generations of Americans. 

At a time when many central New 
Yorkers are still struggling as the 
economy recovers, we simply cannot 
accept the irresponsible policies of the 
Ryan budget. 

I call on my colleagues to reject the 
Ryan budget and to work together to 
create a bipartisan budget that gets 
our fiscal house in order and promotes 
economic growth, creates jobs, protects 
our seniors, and strengthens the middle 
class. 
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RECENT EVIDENCE OF INFLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to take note of a recent sci-
entific discovery, a result which, if 
confirmed and understood in its full 
theoretical context, has the potential 
to change the way we think about the 
beginnings of the universe. 

Before coming to Congress, I was a 
high-energy particle physicist and a 
particle accelerator designer at Fermi 
National Accelerator Laboratory for 
over 20 years. While I sometimes miss 
being back in the lab, I am very 
pleased when I have the opportunity to 
advocate in Congress for scientific re-
search and development. 

Twice in my life, I have had the 
privilege of participating in a funda-
mental breakthrough in science. The 
first was during my Ph.D. thesis work 

when we observed a subatomic process, 
known as proton decay—which was 
confidently predicted by many, if not 
most, of the theoretical physicists at 
the time—was, in fact, not happening. 

The second time was at Fermilab, 
when I was part of the team that dis-
covered the top quark, which is the 
heaviest known form of matter and, 
quite possibly, the heaviest subatomic 
particle that will ever be discovered— 
or not. 

So like scientists around the world, 
my pulse quickened with the announce-
ment that the first independent con-
firming evidence for cosmic inflation 
in the early universe had been discov-
ered. 

Humans have wondered about the or-
igin of the universe for thousands of 
years. Now, thanks to a team of clever 
and hard-working scientists and of 
Federal investments in basic science, 
we appear to be an important step clos-
er to understanding the birth of the 
universe. 

Immediately following the big bang, 
which is the moment at which the uni-
verse burst into existence, scientists 
have hypothesized that the universe 
underwent a period known as inflation. 
During inflation, which lasted for only 
a tiny fraction of a second, the uni-
verse expanded at an exponential rate. 

Now, the BICEP2 team, which is a 
collaboration of 12 institutes, including 
universities, the National Science 
Foundation, and the Department of En-
ergy and NASA laboratories, has found 
direct evidence that appears to verify 
the theory of inflation. 

They were able to study the very 
first moments of the universe at less 
than a trillionth of a trillionth of a 
trillionth of a second after the big 
bang, and they were able to obtain di-
rect observational evidence of infla-
tion, which, until now, has been mainly 
based on theoretical work. 

To do this, the team constructed a 
telescope at the National Science 
Foundation’s U.S. Antarctic Program’s 
research station at the South Pole to 
observe the cosmic microwave back-
ground radiation, a faint glow left over 
from the big bang. 

They observed a pattern in the cos-
mic background radiation that was 
consistent with being left over from in-
flation, giving us a glimpse of the uni-
verse over 13.7 billion years ago. They 
were able to detect this, in large part, 
because of recent advances in highly 
sensitive detector technology. 

This project was primarily funded by 
the National Science Foundation, and 
it received generous support from 
NASA and from the Department of En-
ergy, as well as from private industry, 
and it is an example of the importance 
of Federal funding for basic science re-
search. 

It is also an example of the interplay 
between technology and basic science 
and of how new technology will lead to 
even greater advances in basic science 
and vice versa. 

Additionally, study after study has 
shown that there are few investments 
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